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D r .  Paul  Berg 
Department of Biochemistry 
S tan fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  
School of Medicine 
S tan fo rd ,  C a l i f o r n i a  94305 

Dear D r .  Berg: 

I hope you are one of t hose  who a p p r e c i a t e  and approve t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
h i s t o r i a n s  of s c i e n c e .  I f  so ,  you w i l l  a l s o  approve t h e  r e c e n t  a c t i o n  of 
David Pe rk ins ,  s h o r t l y  be fo re  t h e  end of h i s  term as P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Genet ics  
Soc ie ty .  H e  appointed a Committee on H i s t o r i c a l  Materials and charged i t  wi th  
the  t a s k  of a l e r t i n g  g e n e t i c i s t s  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of s av ing  m a t e r i a l s  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t  and a r r ang ing  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e  d e p o s i t i o n ,  and wi th  t h e  t a s k  
of surveying  and inven to ry ing  such mater ia1 , ' so  t h a t  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s  could 
more r e a d i l y  f i n d  what t hey  need. I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  you with a l l  of t h a t  i n  mind, 

Consu l t a t ion  wi th  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a r c h i v i s t s  and l i b r a r i a n s  has  l e d  t o  a l i s t ,  
which I enc lose ,  of t he  k inds  of m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  should be saved and depos i t ed .  

Your r o l e  i n  the  development of g e n e t i c s  has  obvious ly  been so ou t s t and ing  
t h a t  i t  i s  of s p e c i a l  importance t o  do a l l  w e  can  t o  induce you t o  make - now 
p rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  s a f e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of your m a t e r i a l s  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o r  
l i b r a r y  of your own i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  i n  a n a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  such as t h e  l i b r a r y  
of t h e  American P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Soc ie ty .  I n  c a s e  you have any r e t i c e n c e  about  
doing s o  y o u r s e l f ,  I would--with your permiss ion- -g lad ly  approach t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
of your  choice .  

I look forward hope fu l ly  t o  a l e t t e r  from you say ing  t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  coope ra t e  and a d v i s i n g  me of your p re fe rence  f o r  a depos i to ry .  

S i n c e r e l y  yours  , 

T. M I  Sonneborn 

TMS : n l a  
Enc e 



DriciimcntaLi on o f  t h e  Hi s to ry  of Genet ics  

Cons i i l t a t io r s  w i t l i  I i i s t o r i a n s  of s c i e n c e ,  a r c h i v i s t s  and l i b r a r i a n s  
sugges t  t l m t  t h c  f ~ l l ( ~ ~ ~ i i i g  k inds  of i t e m s  should be saved and depos i t ed :  

1. L e t t e r s  when they  c 'ontain more than  mere f ami ly  c h i t - c h a t  and 
when n o t  consc ious ly  f a b r i c a t e d  o r  a l t e r e d  ' f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ' .  L e t t e r s  
from minor f i g u r e s  a r e  h e l d  o f t e n  t o  be more r e v e a l i n g  than  guarded 
l e t t e r s  from major personages.  Extended exchanges about  s c i e n t i f i c  
mat ters ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and e x t r a - s c i e n t i f i c  mat ters  of 
consequence a r e  a l s o  impor t an t .  L e t t e r s  and even s c r i b b l e s  of impor tan t  
g e n e t i c i s t s  may come t o  be s o l e l y  i n  t h e  hands of  o t h e r s  on whom t h e i r  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  depends.  Arrangements can  (and perhaps should normally)  be 
made t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  writer and s u b j e c t s  involved  f o r  an  extended pe r iod .  
The same sa fegua rds  can  app ly  as d e s i r e d  t o  any of t h e  fo l lowing .  

2 .  A l l  d i a r i e s .  

3. App l i ca t ions  f o r  g r a h t  suppor t  and annual  r e p o r t s  of p r o g r e s s .  

4 .  Reports  on s t u d e n t s ,  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s ,  g r a n t  p roposa l s ,  r e f e r e e  
r e p o r t s ,  l e t t e r s  of recommendation. 

5 .  Photographs,  i d e n t i f i e d  and d a t e d ,  and o t h e r  memorabi l ia .  

6 .  Biographica l  and a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s .  

7 .  Ephemera, c r a n k  l e t t e r s ,  and u n f r u i t f u l  papers  (publ i shed  o r  
unpubl i shed) .  Such i t e m s  may t e l l  a l o t  about  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  and even dead-end r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  may r e v e a l  much 
about  t h e  n a t u r e  of s c i e n t i f i c  growth. 

8. Documents ( l e t t e r s ,  minu te s ,  r e p o r t s )  concern ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  s o c i e t i e s ,  committees and j o u r n a l s .  

9 .  Complete l i s t s  of s t u d e n t s ,  post-docs and a s s i s t a n t s  a re  
enormously u s e f u l .  


